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PILBARA WORK CAMPS 

757. Mr V.A. CATANIA to the Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade: 
I refer to the article in the Pilbara News today that details the Shire of Ashburton’s decision to knock back 
a three-year lease extension for a 700-bed work camp in Tom Price. Given that the government has allowed BHP 
to extend the operation of Kurra village in Newman, will the Premier today rule out overruling the shire’s decision? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
Just for clarification, I think the member asked me that question as Minister for State Development, Jobs and 
Trade, and not as Premier. 
I am unaware of the article to which the member referred, but what we often find with these issues is that if we 
decide to overrule a company securing a camp for its shutdown work or the like, it will find another option that is 
less palatable. As I recall, in the case of Newman, during the term of the previous government when it did not 
review a lease for BHP for a camp, instead of moving the workers into town—the existing camp was in town—
BHP moved the workers to a camp that was 25 kilometres out of town, and that would have been a worse outcome 
for Newman. Sometimes by trying to achieve the outcome that we are seeking to achieve, we achieve a worse 
outcome than we otherwise would have. These issues have to be handled carefully and with consideration of the 
actual local interest, whether a good arrangement can be negotiated with the company that is mutually beneficial 
for the community and the company, and also the global interests of the state, which is essentially having mining 
companies invest and create new jobs and new opportunities for the state. That is the approach that we adopt to 
this issue. 
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